
Angel Scholarship 
Fund

Presentation and Q&A on the new Ohio 
education tax credit scholarship



Overview of the Angel Scholarship Fund

● What is the scholarship?
● Why it is important?
● How (and how much) can I contribute?

Most of all, remember WHY we do WHAT we do…

“Whatever you did for one of these least of mine, you did for Me”
Matthew 25:40



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KC3lrdAqBs0


Origin of the Tax Credit

In 2021, Ohio became the 18th state to offer a tax credit scholarship (Ohio 
Revised Code ORC 5747.73)

The tax credit allows donors to ‘spend’ their tax liability on a scholarship granting 
organization of their choice.

A tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in what you owe in state income tax.

*A tax credit differs from a deduction, which decreases taxable income.



Role of Catholic Community Foundation

The state of Ohio requires a Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) to manage 
the contributions for the new tax credit scholarship.

The Catholic Community Foundation (CCF) is the fundraising and philanthropic 
wing of the Cleveland DIocese. 

The Catholic Community Foundation became an SGO this past year to manage 
contributions to the new tax credit scholarship program. Through CCF, the 
Diocese of Cleveland named the new scholarship the Angel Scholarship Fund.





Angel 
Scholarship

at St. Mary 
School 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yHS89qkcls


Why the tax credit is important for our school

Catholic education matters! We share the diocesan mission to offer affordable, 
irresistibly Catholic, academically excellent, and financially viable schools. 

A designated contribution to St. Mary School will work to:

● Stabilize/reduce out-of-pocket tuition costs for families.
● Stabilize/increase enrollment by communicating availability of scholarships.
● Enhance school visibility with our parish and local community.
● Increase teacher compensation and retain/recruit top talent.
● Enhance academic and faith formation opportunities for students.
● Reduce parish subsidy to free up offertory money for other parish ministries.



Who does the scholarship help?

All K-8 school students can benefit from the scholarship. 

Receiving the Angel Scholarship Fund does not affect a student’s 
ability to receive other scholarships.

Donors designating their contribution to a particular school 
cannot designate particular students.

Priority of funds will be given to applicants below 300% of the 
poverty level (see chart to the right)

Funds remaining after priority scholarships are met can be 
granted at the school’s discretion.

Federal Poverty Levels 2022



School Budget (Preschool, Pre-K, K-8)

School Income (w/o subsidy): ~$1,000,000

● K-8 Tuition Receipts $650,000
● Diocesan Scholarship $10,000
● Adopt-a-Student $23,000
● Other Receipts $330,000

(Mandated Services, Preschool,
 Fundraising, Cafeteria, Extended Care)

● Parish Subsidy $300,000
● Angel Scholarship $_______

School Expenses: ~$1,300,000

● Administrative $180,000
● Instructional $750,000
● Plant Operations $150,000
● Other Expenses $200,000

(Student Services, Library,
 Preschool, Cafeteria, Extended Care)

● Capital Expense $50,000



How (and how much) 
can I donate?

Look at your 2021 state tax liability and estimate 
your 2022 state tax liability

Make a contribution to the Angel Scholarship Fund 
online or with a contribution form to ‘spend’ your 
state tax liability towards a tuition scholarship.

Retain the tax receipt from your contribution and 
provide to your CPA when you file your 2022 taxes. 
CCF will provide this statement by January 31, 
2023.





Find your tax liability on your 2021 tax return

REVIEW 2021 OHIO FIGURE

(Angel Fund Credit)



Your 2022 Angel 
Scholarship Fund 

contribution goes on 
line 15 of the schedule 

of credits



Angel Scholarship Fund Summary

● Tax credit up to $750 for single filers (or $1,500 for joint filers) (tax credit is 
non-refundable, meaning you can only get back what you owe in state taxes 
up to the $750/$1,500 limit).

● Donate by December 31 to receive the tax credit for this year.
● CCF will provide tax receipts by January 31 for contributions received.
● Contributions can be designated to St. Mary School or a school of choice in 

the Diocese of Cleveland. Undesignated contributions go to the school in 
greatest need.

● Make one-time or monthly donations to the school(s) of your choice.
● Donations may also count as charitable deductions on federal income tax 

return if you itemize. 



Call to Action

● Donate! Lead by example, donate before the end of the year.
● Promote this scholarship tax credit to family and friends.
● Make this part of your recurring giving each year (take advantage of the 

scholarship for as many years as the state provides it)
● Keep giving to regular offertory (the tax credit shouldn’t replace your giving).
● We want 100% participation!

Current contributions: $60,000+ (90+ donors)

End-of-Year Goal: $120,000+ (200+ donors)

100% Participation Goal: $600,000 (1000+ donors)



Review and Closing Prayer

The state is now allowing taxpayers to allocate their tax dollars towards tuition 
scholarships for their local school communities. 

This tax credit scholarship operates on the principle of subsidiarity, enabling taxpayers to 
empower their school communities at the most local level possible.

The Church’s mission prioritizes the faith formation of children encountering Christ:

“Let the children come to me. Do not prevent them. The kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
- Matthew 19:14

This new tax credit scholarship lets us be part of something new and exciting together to 
support the mission and ministry of the Church to our school children!


